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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
To boost drug discovery and development efforts in the neuroscience 
field, the division of translational research (DTR) within NINDS, and in 
collaboration with other NIH-institutes, launched a series of 
translational programs to promote neuroscience drug discovery and 
development efforts to mitigate the current pipeline gaps. In this 
poster, we outline NINDS/DTR-BPN funding mechanism and resources 
available to academia and industry neuroscientists to accelerate their 
translation research into new therapies and support their ongoing 
preclinical development in the neuroscience field. The BPN (Blueprint 
Neurotherapeutic) program provides non-dilutive funding for small 
molecule or biologics (not covered in this poster) drug discovery and 
development, from exploratory, hit-to-lead through phase I clinical 
testing. This is accomplished through a combination of grant funding 
and access to a full range of BPN-sponsored contractors (medicinal 
chemistry, pharmacokinetics/ADME, toxicology, drug manufacturing, 
drug formulation and phase I clinical trials) and to BPN funded 
consultants with extensive pharma experience. The poster describes 
the key features and expertise of the BPN program to de-risk projects 
and solve challenges and examples that reached the development 
finish line (clinical trials, partnership, or out-licensing).
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BLUEPRINT NEUROTHERAPEUTICS (BPN) PROGRAM VISION and Scope

PROGRAM VISION 
To de-risk potential therapeutics to the point that industry will invest in 
them allowing potential new drugs to reach patients efficiently. 

To provide grant funding and necessary resources (contracts, 
consultants, etc.) that are typically lacking in the research community

Combine Strengths of NIH and Industry Expertise for 
Small Molecule Neuroscience Drug Discovery & 
Development”

Projects can Enter any preclinical stage

ENTRY  CRITERIA

BPN PROJECT ORGANIZATION  

PROJECT CAN ENTER ANY PRECLINICAL STAGE

Participating NIH Institutes

MILESTONE PROGRESSION BY STAGE

BPN PROJECTS SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSION

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

10 projects have announced partnership or additional 
industry funding since joining the BPN

The Blueprint program goal is to create a licensable product.  
Prior to grant award, PI’s institution must have up-front IP 
agreements in place with all potential inventors. 

These agreements must address; 1) Who will hold title to IP on 
new chemical matter/use; 2) Royalty arrangements 
IP agreements should aim for unencumbered IP. 
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